	“Seedtime and Harvest”
	SERMON NOTES
	

	
	
	September 15, 2024



My Story
1. What experience have you had with growing things? How would you rate yourself as a gardener? Use a scale of 1 (“I can wilt artificial plants”) to 10 (“No one’s thumb is greener than mine”).

2. John Chapman made a reputation for himself with a steadfast passion for planting apple orchards in the early 1800s. His ongoing devotion earned him the name Johnny Appleseed. If you had the ability and the inclination, what would you choose to plant throughout the nation to beautify or benefit our country?

Digging Deeper
Read Matthew 13:3-9.
1. Jesus’ Parable of the Sower confused even His disciples (Matthew 13:10). What point(s) do you think He was trying to make?

2. Jesus later explained the parable (Matthew 13:18-23). What experience, if any, have you (or perhaps a friend or family member) had with:

• “Birds” (influences that prevented your faith from taking root)?

• Rocky stretches that withered your commitment?

• Thorny concerns that overwhelmed you and kept you from growing? 

3. What advice would you offer someone in these conditions to eventually get “re-rooted,” so to speak—to become secure in God’s truth and begin to live a more abundant life?

Taking It Home
1. Richard’s message challenges us all to be “sowers” of a sort. A good starting point is acknowledging the fruit we see in others. What examples have you witnessed lately of:

• The seed of kindness?

• The seed of character/wisdom?

• The seed of love?

2. As you experience the fruit of these seeds from others, can you think of any new areas where you can begin to sow these seeds? 

What do you hope will be the result? 
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